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PROCEEDINGS AND PAPERS. 



Quarterly General Meeting, held at the Society's Apart- 
ments, William-street, Kilkenny, on Wednesday, October 21st 
(by adjournment from the 7th), 1863. 

Barry Delany, Esq., M. D., in the Chair. 

The following new Members were elected : — 

Mrs. Pender, Crumpsall House, near Manchester : proposed by 
Sir J. Emerson Tennent. 

Charles Langley, Esq., Tay Lodge, Kilmacthomas ; and Eichard 
Rothe Burtchaell, Esq., Brandondaie, Graigue : proposed by Peter 
Burtchaell, Esq., C.E. 

The Rev. Robert James Bird, Incumbent of St. Bartholomew, 
13, Mecklenburgh- square, Gray's-Inn-road, London: proposed by 
H. Barry Hyde, Esq. 

Captain J. H. Blackburne, Brownsbarn House, Thomastown ; 
and James Ennis Mayler, Esq., Harris town, Bally mitty, county of 
Wexford : proposed by J. G. A. Prim, Esq. 

Robert Day, Jun., Esq., Cork : proposed by John Windele, Esq. 

The Rev Patrick Neary, R. C. C, Thomastown : proposed by 
Mr. John Hogan. 

John Somers, Esq., 30, Upper Rathmines, Dublin : proposed 
by J. S. Sloane, Esq., C E. 

John Grigor, Esq., M. D., Nairn, N. B. : proposed by Andrew 
Jervis, Esq. 

Richard C. Whitfield, Esq., 3, Pump Court, Temple, Lon- 
don, and Hilltown House, county of Wexford ; Frank C. Arm- 
strong, Esq., 2, Brick Court, Temple, London ; and Daniel Percy 
Sweetman, Esq., Westgate, Wexford : proposed by M. Saunders 
Greene, Esq. 

James Budd, Esq., Waterford: proposed by P. Cody, Esq., J. P. 
' Joseph R. Kenney, Esq., Enniskillen ; and John Hamilton, 
Esq., Waterloo-place, Londonderry : proposed by A. G. 'Geoghe- 
gan, Esq. 

Llewellynn Jewitt, Esq., Derby, England : proposed by the 
Rev. James Graves. 
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George Sutherland, Esq., Forse, Caithness, N. B., and Prior's 
Land, Cabinteely, Ireland : proposed by the Rev. G. H. Reade. 

Isaac W. Bryan, Esq., J. P., Upton, Kilmuckridge, county of 
Wexford : proposed by G. C. Roberts, Esq. 

Meyrick S. Rainsford, Esq., New Ross ; Mr. William Farrell, 
Borris-Idrone ; Mr. James Mulroney, Borris-Idrone ; and Mr. 
Patrick Nolan, Ballyphenan, Borris-Idrone : proposed by Andrew 
Wilson, Esq. 

James Brennan, Esq., Master of the Cork School of Design, 80, 
Lower Glanmire Road, Cork : proposed by George M. Atkinson, 
Esq. 

The Chairman said he was glad to learn from the Secretaries 
that the special donations to the Illustration Fund had permitted 
the procuring of several additional engravings to illustrate the fu- 
ture issues of the Society's " Journal," which was very desirable — 
the ordinary subscription of Members, 65. each per annum, being 
scarcely more than sufficient to defray the expense of printing the 
papers without illustrations. However, it appeared to him that 
it might be well to change the form in which the announcement 
was made of additions, for this purpose, to their ordinary subscrip- 
tions, by Members. Thus many sent lOs. instead of 65., and this 
was acknowleged as a donation of 45. to the Illustration Fund. 
But a sum of 4^. — although several donations to that amount in 
the aggregate made a good fund — in itself looked so small, that he 
apprehended people did not like to appear with it set down after 
their names. What he would suggest was, that those who gave 
such a donation annually should be set down, not under the head- 
ing of subscribers of 45. to the Illustration Fund, but as " Members 
who have increased their subscriptions in aid of the Illustration 
Fund," acknowledging in each case the entire increased subscription. 

Mr. Graves observed that the suggestion appeared to him a good 
one. Several gentlemen who had thus increased their subscriptions 
had requested him not to record their names for the 4^. donation to 
the Illustration Fund, but merely to put it to the credit of that fund 
without any remark. 

Mr. Duify said that if some had actually made that request, no 
doubt there were many others of the same way of thinking who, 
however, from motives of delicacy made no remark. 

It was then unanimously agreed to adopt the Chairman's sug- 
gestion. 

The following presentations were received, and thanks voted to 
the donors : — 

By the Publisher ; '' The Gentleman's Magazine" for August, 
September, and October, 1863. 
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By Llewellyim Jewitt, Esq. : '^ The Eellquary/^ Nos. l-H, in- 
clusive. 

By the Archasological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland : 
their ''Journal," Nos. 77, 78. 

By the Somersetshire Archaeological and Natural History So- 
ciety : their '* Proceedings" for 1861-2. 

By the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-upon-Tyne : *' A 
Catalogue" of their Library. 

By the Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural History Society : 
their *' Magazine," No. 23. 

By the Numismatic Society : their "Journal," new series, No. 
10. 

By Eobert Mac Adam, Esq. : '' The Ulster Journal of Archaeo- 
logy;' No. 36. 

By the Cambridge Antiquarian Society: their " Keport and 
Communications," No. 13. 

By the Publisher : " The Builder," Nos. 1072-1080, inclusive. 

By the Eoyal Institution of Cornwall : their " Forty-ninth An- 
nual fieport." 

By the Sussex Archgeological Society : their " Collections/' 
Vol. XV. 

By the Author : ^' Brief Sketches of the Parishes of Booters- 
town and Donnybrook," second edition enlarged, by the Kev. 
Beaver H. Blacker, A. M. ; also by the same : " Dublin, What's to 
be seen, and How to see it;" a Catalogue of Books by Ellis, and 
a portion of the file of " Faulkner's Dublin Journal" for the year 
1752, comprising twenty-two odd numbers. The issue for " Tues- 
day, November 3rd, O. S., November 14th, N. S.," in that year 
contained the following curious notice of the celebration of the birth 
day of King Greorge II., in Kilkenny : — 

"Kilkenny, E^ov. 10. This being his Majesty Birth Day, it was ob- 
served here with the highest Signals of Joy, The Morning was ushered 
in with ringing of Bells ; a Doe Hunt was intended by the Rt. Hon. the 
Lord Viscount Castlecomer, to divert the Gentlemen of the Country ; but 
that was prevented by an uncommon Quantity of Snow which fell the 
preceding Night. His Lordship about two o'Clock came to the House of 
Mr. John Blunt, in this City, where, by his Appointment, a very elegant 
Entertainment was prepared. He met the Mayor of the City, the Lord 
Bishop of Ossory, and many of the Clergy ; all the Officers in the Garrison, 
and a great Number of other Gentlemen. After Dinner a long String of 
loyal Toasts went round, such as, Long Life and safe Eeturn to his Ma- 
jesty, his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, the Princeas Dowager of 
Wales and all the Royal Family, the Duke of Cumberland, and all his 
Majesty's Porces, the Glorious Memory of King William, the Duke of 
Newcastle, the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and the Lords Justices sepa- 
rately, Prosperity to the County and City of Kilkenny, &c., &c., &c. At 
Night there were Bonfires and Illuminations, and a Grand Ball at the 
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Tholsel, where several brilliant Beauties appeared, for Plenty of whom, 
this City is remarkable. All was conducted and concluded with the 
greatest Regularity, Unanimity, and Signals of the most sincere Loyalty." 

By Mr. J. Meany, Graigue, county of Kilkenny : a tin box 
containing some documents connected wdth the family of Kirwan, 
of Galway, amongst which was a grant of King George III., 
on the 31st of July, in the thirteenth year of his reign, with the 
great seal of England attached, removing the legal disability affect- 
ing the right of Ambrose Kirwan, son of Thomas Kirwan, of the 
county of Galway, Esq., to succeed to and enter on the possession 
of the property of his father, deceased. 

Mr. Prim said this document w^as much injured by damp, and 
in part illegible, but it set forth that Ambrose Kirwan had, in 1743, 
embarked from Cork for Bourdeaux, and having continued there 
for some time trading as a merchant, subsequently proceeded to 
Nantz, where he failed in business, was reduced to great straits 
for a means of livelihood, and was imprisoned for debt, when a 
French officer, named Betagh, induced him, on the terms of paying 
off the debts and procuring his release, to enlist in King James' 
regiment of horse, in the French service ; and accordingly, in the 
year 1746, he embarked from Ostend, on board the ''Bourbon," 
a French transport, with other recruits, but on the voyage they were 
taken by a British ship, and carried prisoners to Dover Castle, and 
subsequently removed to Canterbury. Whilst there it was found 
that he had become entitled, by the death of his father in January, 
1771, and elder brother, Martin, 3rd of September of same year, 
to a considerable estate in the county of Galway, but his right of 
inheritance was barred by the act Avhich declared all persons enlist- 
in o- into the service of the Kings of France and Spain guilty of 
high treason. The object of the present grant was, therefore, to 
declare the removal of his outlawry and forgiveness of all treasons, 
felonies, and crimes imputed to him, and render him fully qualified 
to receive and enjoy the family inheritance and enter thereupon. 
INIr. Meany could give no account of these documents, except that 
he had found them amongst the books and papers of his brother, 
the late Mr. D. Meany, of Graigue. 

By Mr. James O'Bryan, the Schoolhouse, Jenkinstown : a 
round perforated stone, of the class known by the peasantry as 
" fxiry millstones" (but much larger than the usual size, being S^ 
inches in diameter), which had been dug up by a labourer at a few 
feet from the surface of some land adjoining Jenkinstown demesne. 

The Rev. J. Graves observed that some pf these stones were used 
as weights for the spindle. He had no doubt that the unusually 
laro*e specimen now exhibited had been intended for that purpose. 

Bv the Bev. John O'Sullivan, P. P., of Kenmare: an old trans- 
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ktion of the charter of James I.j in the fourth year of his reign, to the 
Sovereign, Burgesses, and Commons of Dingle, county of Kerry. 

The Rev. Thomas O'Carroll, P. P., of Clonoulty, near Cashel, 
sent a ground plan of the existing remains of Athassel Priory, in 
the county of Tipperary. Mr. O'Carroll had himself acted as the 
surveyor, and carefully laid down the plan to scale. From this 
plan the ruins of the priory would appear to be most extensive, and 
extremely interesting. 

By the Eev. Charles Vignoles, Rector of Clonmacnoise : rub- 
bings of two recently discovered oldlrish inscribed tombstones, from 
the ruins of Clonmacnoise. The rubbings were made by Mr. Mol- 
loy. One bore the inscription Op t>o bonuic, — a prayer forBonuit. 
The other Op Com^an,^ — a prayer (for) Comgan, An incised cross 
of the peculiar ancient Irish fashion was sculptured on each stone. 

Mr. Graves said that Mr. MoUoy, whose farm adjoined the ruins 
of Clonmacnoise, was a most intelligent man. He (Mr. Graves) 
had shown him how to take rubbings of the tombs by means of 
grass — which for coarse sandstone was much better than heelball — 
and the result was that he had taken rubbings of nearly all the very 
old Irish tombs at Clonmacnoise, in the most excellent style. 
Those now sent were of tombs recently discovered, and probably be- 
longed to the seventh or eighth century. Mr. Vignoles had also 
transmitted to the Society two bronze ring pins of the class de- 
scribed by Wilde, in his " Catalogue" of the Museum of the Royal 
Irish Academy, p. 561, fig. 461. One of the pins was 9 inches 
long, and bore some very elaborate and interesting ornamentation. 
They were recently discovered in digging up an old by-road or 
boreen^ at Clonmacnoise. As the finder was a very poor man, he 
(Mr. Graves) had given 10^, from the Society's funds, to be paid 
to him for the pins, for which he hoped to have the sanction of the 
meeting. 

The sanction of the meeting was at once given for the outlay, 
the pins, which were laid before them, being deemed a very desira- 
ble addition to the museum. 

By Robert Malcomson, Esq., Carlow : an impression, in wax, of 
a seal recently found by a labourer while digging in the parish of 
Kilraore, county of Cavan, and now in the possession of the Rev. 
C. P. Meehan, of Dublin. The material is bronze; the device a 
shield charged with an oak tree between a lion rampant and a dexter 
hand couped at the wrist (being the O'Beilly arms) surmounted by 
a coronet, and the legend round the verge, hvgo . rellivs . 
KiLLMOREN . VIC . APosT. There could be little doubt that it was 
the seal of Hugh O'Reilly, who was Roman Catholic Bishop of Kil- 
more, and subsequently Archbishop of Armagh, in the middle of the 
seventeenth century. 
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Mr. Malcomson observed : 



** I consider this to have been the ecclesiastical seal of Hugh O'Eeilly, 
who was K. C. Bishop of Kilmore, and subsequently Archbishop of Ar- 
magh, about the middle of the seventeenth century. The arms upon the 
seal, however, do not appear to be those of either see, but were probably 
the prelate's family arms.^ 

" A notice of Hugh O'Keilly will be found in Stuart's ' History of Ar- 
magh' (pages 352 and following), where he is classed as the successor of 
Dr. Hugh Mac Caghwell, and the predecessor of Dr. Edmund O'Reilly in 
the primacy ; and his name appears the first in the list of spiritual peers 
in the assembly of Confederate Catholics who met at Kilkenny in January, 
1646-7. Stuart informs us (on the authority of the ' Hib. Dom.'), that 
* before his promotion to the see of Armagh he was bishop of Kilmore; 
and some of his official acts performed whilst he presided in that diocese 
are still on record.' In all probability the antique in question was the 
very instrument which attested those documents, 

*' In a letter from Bishop Bedell to the Archbishop of Canterbury 
(dated April, 1630), that eminent prelate, writing of the Roman Catholic 
clergy, says : ' The primate himself lives in my parish, within two miles 
of my house ; the bishop in another part of my diocese further oflf.' To- 
neymore Castle, near the ruins of which the seal was discovered, is distant 
about two miles from the episcopal palace of Kilmore, and was probably 
the residence of Hugh O'Reilly at the period in which Bedell wrote." 

Mr. Hobertsoa exhibited a flooring tile, from the Black Abbey, 
Kilkenny, which had been recently turned up in bringing the floor- 
ing to the original level. The type of the ornamental pattern (a 
fleur-de-lis) on the tile was similar to some of the specimens from 
St. Canice's Cathedral which were in their Society's Museum. 

Mr. Prim referred to a paper on the discovery of some ancient 
tombs in the Black Abbey which he had contributed to the Society's 
Transactions in 1851. In that paper he had embodied a statement 
made to him by the late Mr. John Glindon, of Newbuilding-lane, who 
had informed him that when the ruins of the transept of the Abbey 
were being roofed in and restored for the purposes of divine wor- 
ship, about fifty years since, he (Mr. Glindon) had acted as overseer 
of the works. One portion of the statement was, that at the origi- 
nal floor level, which till within the past month had been covered up 
to the height of about three feet, the workmen had found a portion 
of the old flooring of encaustic tiles in quite a perfect state, and had 
so left it, when filling in the earth to raise the modern floor. The 

* The arms of the families of O'Reilly with a snake descending its trunk ppr. 
of East Brefny, Knockabbey Castle, and ' * Crests — 1 st. an oak tree with a snake 

Baltrasna, are given by Sir Bernard entwined descendant ppr. issuing out of 

Burke as follow : — '* Arms — Quarterly a ducal coronet or ; 2nd. an arm mailed 

1 st and 4th vert ; a dexter hand proper, in armour couped at the elbow, the 

bloody, supported by two lions rampant gauntlet grasping a dagger, all ppr, 
or ; 2nd and 3rd arg. on a mound an oak " Supporters — Two lions or." 
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recent clearing away of this modern floor by the Rev. Messrs. Con- 
nolly and Skelly, O. S.D., did not sustain this statement, only two 
or three encaustic tiles having been found scattered amongst the 
rubbish, so far as he (Mr. Prim) could ascertain. Another portion 
of the statements of Mr. Glindon averred that some half dozen 
ancient stone coffins had been covered up under the modern floor. 
The fact now appeared that there had been only two stone cofiins 
thus concealed, and they had now been removed to the avenue or 
approach to the Abbey from Blackmill-street. 

Mr. George Morant, Jun., of Shirley House, Carrickmacross, 
sent drawings of two very curious antiques found recently in a cran- 
noge, or artificial island residence, in Monalty Lake, near Carrick- 
macross. Mr. Morant wrote : — 

'* I send you a drawing of a very beautiful neck ornament, which 
three of my sons and I found last week, whilst searching a crannoge in 
Monalty Lake, near this place. We found also a highly finished little 
ornament in bronze, very like a watch key, the barrel having within it in- 
dications of iron rust. This crannoge is close to the shore of the lake, 
and, in the low state of the water this summer, was accessible by wading 
over a few yards of mud. In searching along the little beach on the ex- 
posed side of the island, my son observed the top of the handle of the 
jewelled ornament just projecting above the gravel and stones, and boggy 
mud, of which the beach is composed. He drew it out, and to our sur- 
prise and delight we beheld what I have endeavoured to pourtray in the 
sketch. The jewel, which you will observe is oval, and set transpa- 
rently, is, I imagine, a rock crystal ; it has numerous flaws within it. 
The crystal and silver setting measures 2^ inches long by 1| across, 
and is much corroded on the front. The little points are surrounded 
with a cable twist, as is the jewel setting, of exquisite workman- 
ship. The small ornament like a watch key I found immediately after- 
wards, lying on the surface of the boggy soil higher up the beach, and 
close under the winter level of the water. This crannoge has been long 
ago searched and ' hoked' by a man, now dead, who was in the habit of 
selling the bronze pins, bits of comb, and other relics which he found, to 
my uncle, the late E. J. Shirley, Esq., of Lough Fea; so that I attribute 
our good fortune in finding these curiosities to the fact that the water has 
been lower this year than has ever before been known. I should be glad 
to learn from you whether these ancient relics are of a rare order. In 
another crannoge in Rahans Lake, also near this, we found five Queen 
Mary shillings, fused into a mass, a bronze pin, and flat spearhead, and a 
stone celt. We also found the hearthstone and a quantity of ashes. The 
piles around this island are still visible above the water." 

Mr. Graves said that he had submitted the drawing to Mr. Al- 
bert Way, who, so far as he could judge in the absence of the ori- 
ginal, conceived the pendant ornament to be of the fourteenth or 
fifteenth century. He (Mr. Graves) thought the other antique 
might have been a harp pin. 
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Mr. G. V. Du Noyer, in reference to the engraving of the 
stone mould for celts, given at page 307, supra^ observed with re- 
gard to the casting produced by the mould : — 

*' My idea of this casting is, that the upper portion just above the 
loop and raised lip was intended to be removed^ cut, ot filed away, before 
the implement was fit for use, and that the introduction of this upper an- 
gular portion was for the purpose of avoiding the portion of metal last 
poured into the mould, which, of course, would be more oxydized than 
that which first flowed from the ladle. Thus the body of the celt would 
be entirely formed of the purest metal. I think also that cruciform ridges 
on this removable portion were produced by indentations made for the 
purpose of giving freer scope to the metal when entering the mould, and 
to allow of the escape of air. On the opposite side from that engraved the 
indentations are not so regularly cruciform." 

With regard to the same subject, the Rev. H. T. Ellacombe 
suggested that " socketed," not "pocketed celt," would be a more 
fitting designation of the casting supposed to be produced by the 
mould. 

The Rev. Mr. Graves read a letter from the Rev. H. T. Ella- 
combe — whose various writings on English bells and bell-ringing are 
so well known— suggesting that the attention of the Society ought 
to be called to the desirability of ascertaining how many old bells 
there are in Ireland, and where they are to be found, with their 
legends, and particularly the stamps and founders' marks upon 
them, which should be taken off by rubbing or squeezing. Mr. 
Graves expressed a hope that all the members would aid in forming 
such a catalogue of ancient Irish bells, which were fast disappear- 
ing. He himself, in the " History" of that church, had preserved 
the legends on the old bells of St. Canice's Cathedral. These bells 
were recently recast. 

Mr. Prim stated that he had a few days since requested the 
Rev. John F. Shearman, R.C.C., Dunlavin, county of Wicklow, to 
procure for the Society a rubbing of the inscription on the old bell 
which formerly belonged to the Black Abbey, Kilkenny, at present 
suspended in the market-house of Dunlavin. Mr. Shearman had 
promised to attend to the suggestion. 

The Rev. James Graves said that the Very Rev. Dean Graves 
had, in February, 1860, read before the Royal Irish Academy a 
paper " On a hitherto undescribed class of Monumental Stones 
found in Ireland" ('' Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy," 
vol. vii., pp. 276-7). This paper, it was much to be regretted, has 
not yet been printed, and the only clue the public have to its nature 
is the statement that, these rock carvings were supposed by Dean 
Graves to have served as rude maps " of the raths, duns, and lisses, 
which are found to be, in general, three by three in straight lines, 
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in all parts of Ireland." It was a fact, however, that these myste- 
rious rock carvings are not confined to Ireland ; they are to be found 
on the flanks of the Cheviot Hills, in the Orkneys, near Edinburgh, 
in Yorkshire, and they abound in Northurnberhxnd. Their general 
type is that of a central cup, or depression, surrounded by one or 
more concentric rings, through which latter a groove is cut leading 
from the central cup. By the kindness of a member of this Society, 
Mr. Richardson Smith, now resident in Scotland, he (Mr. Graves) 
was enabled to lay before the meeting rubbings taken by him from 
similar inscribed rocks existing in Argyleshire, on the estate of 
John Malcolm, Esq., of Poltalloch, accompanied by an elaborately 
detailed plan of these curious markings, drawn at the request of Mr. 
Smith by Mr. H. D. Graham to a scale of 2 inches to 10 feet. Two 
portions have been engraved, two thirds smaller than the original 
map, and serve to illustrate the following communication from the 
pen of Mr. Graham, the entire ma,p being so large as to prevent its 
reproduction in the pages of our "Journal": — 

*' Every one who has ever passed through the Crinan Canal on the 
way to the West Highlands will remember the low moory hills round 
Lochgilphead, which give way to the great open dreary expanse of the 
Crinan Moss ; all this district, both hills and moss, is rich in objects of 
antiquarian interest — standing stones, earns, and other ancient British re- 
mains, as well as kills, crosses, and tombstones of a later period ; but the 
subject now alluded to probably belongs to the former class. 

'* About three miles out of Lochgilphead, along the old road to Kilmi- 
chael, after passing the farm of Stanalane, marked by its solitary standing 
stone (whence its name of Stand alone in contradistinction to the many 
groups of similar stones either formerly or still standing), and on the farm 
of Achnabreek (the spotted field), the ground is very rough and broken ; 
but after climbing up the brae about 300 yards off the road, on the right, 
one comes upon a smooth bank of rock sloping at an angle of about 25^ 
like an open desk, some 100 yards in length. The surface of this rock bank 
is extremely smooth, like a sea- worn rock; so hard and smooth is it, that 
the thin vegetation which masks the surrounding bank has been utterly 
unable to obtain a footing on these hard rugged knuckles, which have pro- 
bably been held up to the face of heaven since the period which geologists 
call the Glacial. The resident shepherd called it the ' Slippery Stone,' 
from his charge sometimes losing their legs when crossing it in slippery 
weather, and the strange marks cut in its face he attributed to some be- 
nevolent genii or Druids (to whom everything unaccountable is attri- 
buted), to save the black cattle's legs ; and so it remained unnoticed till 
recently, when it was observed by Mr. Eichardson Smith, who a year or 
two ago found a rude carving, something similar to these, on a slab 
forming part of a stone cist, containing bones and ilint flakes, apparently 
of the Stone Period, which slab is now in the Edinburgh Antiquarian 
Museum. The face of this rock is incised all over with circular mark- 
ings, which can only be likened to tattooing. They consist of numbers 
of circular figures formed by one, two, or more, up to eight, concen- 
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trie rings, round a central cup an inch or more deep, and two inches 
diameter ; tKe rings are about half an inch deep, and very rude and 
irregular. The peculiar feature common to all is, a little pipe or conduit 




cut from the centre through the surrounding rings, and extending some 
inches, or sometimes feet, beyond their circumference ; and though they 
generally lead in the direction of the decline of the rock, it is not invariably 
so ; these conduits are the same depth as the rings, so would not drain 
the central cup, even if cut in the best direction for securing a fall for 
water. The larger specimens of these figures have eight rings, making a 




diameter of a yard ; four^ or five is the commonest number, though there 

» The figures on the cuts represent cut the figure 4 has been attached to a 
the number of rings in the carvings to two-ringed carving by mistake of the 
which the yare attached ; on the upper engraver. 
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are many with only two or one, besides many cups without any rings at all, 
which dimple the face of the rock all over for an extent of two hundred feet 
long, and about twenty broad. In all cases there is great uniformity in 
the depth and diameter of the centre cups, however much the number of 
surrounding rings may be. Some of the spouts are carried to a considera- 
ble length, and intersect and communicate with one another. The only 
exception to this uniformity is in one figure, on the highest part of the 
rock, which is a sort of kidney shape, without any cups. About one hun- 
dred yards to the S.E. of this rock is another very similar one, though 
more covered by a thin coating of turf ; but on the surface which is ex- 
posed are some dozen or so of figures, exact repetitions of those just de- 
scribed, and probably many more lie hid under the growth of vegetation. 
Inquiry led to the discovery of the popular name of this rock. Of course, 
in the Highlands these names are very ancient, and can be depended upon ; 
and though they commonly are only descriptive of some peculiarity of the 
spot, or named after some saint, yet often they are of obsolete Gaelic, such 
as is only found in Ossian, or Armstrong's Dictionary, and unintelligible 
to the peasants of the present day ; or else the name is of such suggestive 
import that one instinctively feels that ' thereby hangs a tale,' and the 
name of this rock with its barbarous decoration does not disappoint one : 
it is ' Leac na Sluagh,' * the flat rock of the host or army.' The word Slo- 
gan is derived from this word ; and it is worth remarking that many of 
these clan war cries relate to rocks, such as, Craig an fhithich. Raven's 
Rock — MacDonald ; C7'oif u, Black Rock — M'Pherson ; Cam na cuimhne^ 
Braemar ; Craig eileachaid^ (a rock on the Spey) — Grants ; and several 
more ; as well as in the crests and armorial bearings of several clans do 
rocks figure very frequently. These carvings are in a district so full of old 
standing stones, and other mementoes of the most remote or prehistoric 
period, and are not dissimilar to the rude circular pattern cut on the cist 
stone, as well as that which is carved on the Coil Stone at Kyle, Ayrshire, 
a drawing of which is given in Wilson's * Prehistoric Annals of Scotland,' 
and bears two figures almost identical with them, though wanting the spout; 
and another stone, which he also gives a figure of, has a very similar device 
carved on it, both of which stones he attributes to the Stone or earliest 
Bronze Period, so that it is presumable that these also belong to the same. 
Their meaning, or what they were intended for, is of course for the learned 
to conjecture. This notice, such as it is, may perhaps lead to some further 
light being thrown upon their history by those qualified to judge of such 
matters, or better still should it induce them to come and see for them- 
selves." 

The discovery by Mr. Smith of the slab, apparently obtained 
from a similar carved surface, and used in a sepulchral cist containing 
burned bones and flint flakes, serves to prove that the carvings be- 
long to a people as old, if not older than tlie tribes w^ho burned 
their dead, and buried the calcined remains in small cists made of 
stone slabs, and who used flint flakes as weapons and tools. In con- 
clusion, Mr. Graves said that it would be most desirable that some 
account of the Irish incised rocks of this nature should be published, 
and asked the attention of the members to the subject 
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The Rev. James Graves reported the discovery of a most in- 
teresting sepulchral chamber on the property of the Kev. Walter 
Giffard, near Sleabh-Keiltha Hill, in the county of Wexford, 
which, by the kindness of that gentleman, he had the pleasure of 
inspecting last August. A detailed notice of this discovery will 
require to be illustrated by engravings, which are in course of pre- 
paration. 

Mr. Wilson, Collector of Inland Kevenue, Wexford, sent the 
following notice of the monument of the Galmoy family in the Ab- 
bey of Graigue, county of Kilkenny : — 

" I send a copy of the inscription on the Galmoy monument in Graigue 
Abbey : — 

[Two shields of Arms]. 

Non fortior quam Justus. 
D. O. M. 

Edwardus Butler Eques auratus. 
Hi™"' ac Nob™""' primus vice Comes de Gal- 
moye. Dominus de Low Grange, Earrow- 
monte, Balliogan, &c. 

Vir generis splendore, integritate vitse, morum 
suavitate, prudentia, liberalitate, hospitalitate, verse 
fidei zelo, aliisq. viri vere nobilis ornamentis con- 
spicuus, reip. in qua publica recte sepe administra- 
uit munera, amans et utilis copiosa prolis optimus 
parens, sibi uxori suse nob™" matronae Annse But 
ler liberis ac posteris unde bene et splendide vi 
verent providit, ubi cum illo defuncti in Domino 
quiescerunt sepulchrum hoc posuit, 

Bene illis precare viator 
et te mortalem ac moriturum cogita. 

" Which may be thus translated : — 

Not more brave than just. 
To God most excellent, most mighty. 

Edward Butler, Baronet. The most illustrious, and most noble first 
Viscount of Galmoye, Lord of Low Grange, Barrowmount, Balliogan, &c. 

A man, by the splendour of his race, the integrity of his life, the 
suavity of his manners, by his prudence, liberality, hospitality, zeal for 
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the true faith, and other accomplishments of the truly noble man, con- 
spicuous in the state in which he well and frequently filled public offices; 
the loving, useful, and most excellent parent of a numerous offspring; 
for himself, for his wife, the most noble matron, Anne Butler; for his 
children and posterity, whence they might well and splendidly live, he 
has provided ; when with him having died in the Lord, that they might 
rest, he this sepulchre hath made. 

Traveller, for them duly pray, and reflect that thou art subject to 
death, and soon to die. 

" When the present Catholic church, which forms part of the ancient 
abbey, was being built in 1813, the monument w^as found amongst the 
rubbish, and was built into the external wall of the vestry. It appears 
to be black Kilkenny marble ; it has lost its polish, but is in other 
respects uninjured, and a little trouble would restore it to its original 
beauty. It is very respectable as a specimen of monumental art — very 
superior to the work of the eighteenth and first half of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, I have no doubt it was originally fixed inside the church. From 
the absence of any dates it would appear to have been erected during the 
lifetime of the first Viscount Galmoy, as was the case with the Mountgar- 
ret monument in the Cathedral of St. Canice, Kilkenny. It is surmounted 
with three shields of arms, which are in the main the same as those of the 
Ormonde family. The falcon crest, the chief indented, the lion sable, the 
three cups, and the saltier, are common to both. The Galmoy family ap- 
pear to have had extensive possessions in that neighbourhood. The date 
of creation of the viscountcy was 1646. The last holder of the title was 
Piers, the third Viscount, who held a high command in the army of King 
James, as, I believe, general of cavalry. Indeed, the bulk of the Irish cavalry 
in that war appears to have been raised in the counties of Kilkenny and 
Carlow, adjoining Graigue. The property was forfeited, and the Viscount 
attainted in 1 697, but for what offence I know not. It could not have 
been for his participation in the Stuart war ; for, as he formed one of the 
garrison of Limerick at the time of its surrender, he would have had the 
benefit of the articles of surrender. Indeed, he appears as one of the Irish 
Commissioners mentioned in the treaty itself, next after Sarsfield, I 
believe the Galmoy title is the only one of those which had been under 
attainder in connexion with the Stuart wars in England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, and to which an heir exists, the attainder of which has not been 
reversed." 

Mr. Prim said he had copied this inscription in 1841, as well as 
an inscription on what appeared to be the base of an old wayside 
cross erected to a member of the Mountgarret family, now in the 
porch of one of the entrance doors of the chapel of Graigue. As 
to the attainder of Lord Galmoy, his case might have been similar 
to that of many of the Irish proprietors — for instance, Purcell, 
Baron of Loughmoe, who had been one of the Commissioners for 
arranging the treaty of surrender—- who, although privileged to 
avail themselves of the articles of Limerick, and remain at home to 
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enjoy their estates, preferred to proceed to France with King James, 
and thus incurred the forfeiture of their titles and properties. 

The following paper was contributed: — 



A NOTICE OF THE EARLY SETTLEMENT, IN A. D. 1596, OF 
THE CITY OF DERRY BY THE ENGLISH, TO ITS BURN- 
ING BY SIR CAHIR O'DOHERTY, IN A. D. 1608. 

BY ARTHUR GERALD 'gEOGHEGAN. 

Through the courtesy of Alexander Lindsay, Esq., Mayor of 
Derry, I am enabled to send the Society photographs of the civic 
chain, mace, and state swords belonging to the ancient city of 
which he is the chief magistrate. The chain, which is silver gilt, 
measures upwards of ten feet in length. From the corporate re- 
cords it appears that, about a century since, three chains were 
ordered to be made, according to a pattern submitted by a silver- 
smith in Dublin, one for the mayor, and two for the sheriiffs, — the 
corporation of Derry having the privilege of electing two sheriffs 
from an early date. This privilege was exercised down to compa- 
ratively a recent period. In the Ordnance Survey for the city of 
Derry, a list of mayors and sheriffs is furnished in unbroken succes- 
sion from 1662 to 1836. It is, therefore, probable that on the 
abolition of this privilege in 1841, on the passing of the Municipal 
Bill, those three chains were linked together, so as to form the one 
now worn by the Mayor of Derry during his year of office. 

The medallion, which is also of silver gilt, was presented by 
William III., after the memorable siege of 1688 ; it bears his like- 
ness on one side, with the words guilm. hi. dei gra. rex, and on 




the reverse the arms of the city of Derry. From the above woodcut 
of the corporation seal of 1613 it will be seen that these arms are of 



